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Welcome back!  Fresh from a restful and exciting summer, the faculty 
and staff of JPG are more than ready for the new school year to begin.   

Mr. Emanuel John and Mrs. Becky Anderson, together with a host of 
students and parent helpers, have transformed our campus, added four 
new classrooms, renovated two more, painted almost every room on 
campus, and so much more.  At the same time, we concluded work on 
the new Pieta Garden, which will be a central place to gather and to 
pray, both this year and for generations to come.  It really is 
breathtaking!  God has been so good to the JPG family, and I am 
personally grateful for the ways so many have sacrificed to serve our 
school this summer.   

________________________________ 
 

Those who have been at JPG since its inception know that JPG would 
not exist were it not for the perpetual font of grace that flows from our 
adoration chapel and from the direct intercession of Our Lady, St. 
Joseph, St. Josemaria, St. John Paul the Great, and so many others.  We 
know that from the beginning, we have been walking in the company 
of angels and saints, surrounded by a great “Cloud of Witnesses.”   

We also know that the work of parenting and forming children is one of 
the most sacred tasks given to us by God, and it is certainly not for the 
weak of heart. It takes great courage, patience, and fortitude to 
undertake this sacred work of forming a soul, of teaching a mind, of 
preparing young persons both for their adult future and for their eternal 
joy with God in heaven.   
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At JPG we know that for every parent, forming young 
people is not just difficult; it is impossible without a 
constant dependence on grace.  But we also know that 
we do not walk alone.  We walk together.  Teachers, 
staff, and a host of other JPG families walk along side 
you.  And all of us walk in the company of the angels 
and saints!   

In the following pages, you will hear much about 
plans to form our students to grow closer to the 
“cloud of witnesses” that surround us at JPG and who 
intercede for them and for each of us day by day.   

St. John Paul the Great, pray for us! 

Upcoming Events 
August 11    New Family Orientation 

August 13 Mandatory Quarterly 
Parent Meeting 

August 15 Feast of the Assumption 
First day of Classes 
School Mass 

August 20 Parents Guild Meeting 

August 27 Back to School Night 
September 1 No School – Labor Day 

September 2 No School – Faculty 
Professional Development 

From the Cover of the August 2013 Guardian:  
 The Pieta is Delivered 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school 
that preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 

August 2014: The Pieta Garden 
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

1. Adoration – 24 hours a day, teachers, parents, and 
students come to JPG to pray for our school. We 
are asking each family to consider committing to 
one hour a week.  As Mother Teresa so often said, 
“Jesus hangs on the cross and looks at each of us 
with love, and he says ‘I Thirst.’  And his thirst is 
not for water, but for our hearts.”  Please see Mr. 
Artigue with questions about adoration at JPG, or 
sign up at the school web site: jpgacademy.org  

2. 33 Day Consecration. – Beginning in September, 
and leading up to our Feast Day on October 22, 
our school community will be praying through a 
33 Day Consecration of the Campus to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
We will be inviting families to follow along at 
home and on the weekends as we prepare for this 
important moment for our school.   

3. Internalizing the Charism of Pope St. John Paul 
the Great –A major goal of this year will be to 
learn more about our patron, St. John Paul the 
Great.  We will be studying his faith, philosophy, 
personality, story, and many elements of his 
theology and philosophy.  In the high school, 
students will be hearing presentations by faculty 
members about JPG and they will be reading the 
book “The 5 Loves of John Paul the Great” by 
Jason Evert.  A few extra copies may be available 
for purchase through the office for parents who 
want to read it as well.    

4. The Feast of St. John Paul the Great - October 
22.  Our school will be celebrating the feast of St. 
John Paul the Great with a Special Mass, 
Eucharistic Procession, consecration of the 
campus, recitations of some of our patron’s poetry 
and a scene from one of his plays, and a 
faculty/student soccer game.  We are doing these 
things because these are precisely the things St. 
John Paul did with youth throughout his life.  

5. St. Gerard Society - St. Gerard Majella is the 
patron saint of expectant mothers and unborn 
children. Our JPG St. Gerard Society has been 
generously helping our expecting families by 
cooking meals, donating clothing, praying, etc. If 
you would like to contribute to our cause in any 
way, please contact Amy Johnson in the front 
office. 

2

   

6. Silent Retreats / Mornings of Recollection.  New 
this year will be mornings of recollection where our 
upper school students will have opportunities to 
grow in their faith and develop their interior prayer 
life.  They will include two 30-minute talks, two 30-
minute periods of silent reflection where they would 
be able to pray in the chapel or outside among the 
oaks, and the morning will conclude with the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass.  Grades 8-12 grade will have 
one retreat each quarter, and grades 5-7 will have 
one retreat each semester. 

ACADEMICS 

7. Course Schedule Changes – After a year of study by 
the faculty advisory council, JPG has adopted a new 
schedule which combines elements of a block 
schedule and a traditional daily schedule.  Block 
schedules help teachers in small schools manage 
many preps, and they help part time teachers who 
only have to be at school a few days a week instead 
of every day.  The downside to the block schedule is 
that it creates a certain amount of chaos in the 
curricular flow.  The faculty advisory council 
reviewed the first version of this new schedule in 
January of this year and we have been working on 
fine-tuning it ever since.   

During the first two periods of the day, most 
humanities and science classes will take place 
Monday-Friday (daily), for 60 minutes each, either 
for a semester or all year.  The 3rd and 4th periods of 
the day will be for math and language classes, which 
will take place daily for 40 minutes each, all year.  
The 5th and 6th periods of the day will be on a block 
schedule, either Monday/Wednesday/Friday, or 
Tuesday/ Thursday, for 60 minutes each. While the 
amount of time in class is similar to the past, the 
faculty is looking forward to a more consistent flow 
to the curriculum.  To accommodate these 
adjustments, the overall school day will end 10 
minutes later than last year.  Students in the upper 
school will begin afternoon prayer at 3:10, instead of 
3:00pm.   

8. Parents’ Guild – We are pleased to announce that 
we are resurrecting the parents’ guild to help provide 
parental support and coordination for countless 
school activities and projects.  Please plan on 
attending the first meeting on Wednesday, August 
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1. JPG Women - We are excited to 
announce a spiritual formation 
program for the women  (parents and 
teachers) of John Paul the Great 
Academy.  The first meeting is 
scheduled for Friday, September 13, 
from 6:30-9:00pm in the school’s 
refectory (cafeteria).  Special thanks to 
our new Pre-K faculty and staff, 
Gretchen George, for helping to get 
this off the ground.  Questions can be 
directed to her at 
ggeorge@jpgacademy.org 

2. Challenge / Conquest Clubs - The 
new year kicks off with the return of 
the Challenge and Conquest programs 
for students in grades 3-9.  These 
programs build virtue, faith, and 
friendship and complement the 

18. Upper School Advisement Program - JPG is 
resurrecting the tradition of assigning 
Advisement Groups of 10-12 students to a 
faculty advisor.  Advisors will manage details 
like attendance and uniform checks each 
morning, and periodically review each 
student’s academic, spiritual, and behavioral 
progress at JPG. 

19. Lunch Time Study Hall - To assist students 
who fall behind in turning in homework, a 
special “lunch time study hall” has been 
created.  Any student can elect to participate 
in this study hall, but it is mandatory for any 
student that fails to turn in a homework 
assignment. Most students fail not because of 
one big test, but because of “zero” grades 
from missing assignments.  That is why we 
expect every student to turn in every 
homework assignment.  

17. JPG Annual Giving 
Campaign:  This year, 
we have created a way 
to give members of the 
JPG community a way 
to target their “tithe” or 
donation to a particular 
area of need within the 
school.   Parents will 
select the ar  
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20 at 6:00pm in the Chapel Building. 

9. Attendance and Tardies – Please see the revised 
Family Handbook, available on the parents tab at 
jpgacademy.com.  There are important details 
regarding the legal requirements and disciplinary 
consequences related to attendance.  Know that the 
school’s approach is to provide accountability and to 
discourage any unnecessary absences.  In a classical 
school with seminar discussions, missing class is 
especially difficult to overcome. 

CAMPUS LIFE 

10. Appropriate Attire at School Competitions and on 
Campus - An essential and practical way that we 
help our students to grow in virtue and holiness is to 
require them to dress appropriately and modestly any 
time they represent themselves as JPG students.  
Having a dress code that echoes our Catholic values 
teaches students that we all seek to practice what we 
preach.  Knowing that our dress code is more 
conservative than most, we respectfully request that 
parents also model similar standards of dress when 
on campus or at school sponsored events so that 
students receive a consistent message and example 
regarding modesty and attire.  Please see the Dress 
Code section of the Family Handbook for further 
information. 

11. Lunch Program – We are excited this year to partner 
again with Reinhart Foods, which supplies many of 
your favorite restaurants with everything from french 
fries to baked chicken.  Lunch will be $3.75 per day 
this year.  Student lunches are ordered on a monthly 
basis. You may order lunches the last week of every 
month by visiting our school website and clicking on 
the Parents Tab. Please note that the only way to 
obtain lunch is to order ahead of time; there will be 
no additional lunches available for sale after the 
deadline. You must submit a lunch order for each 
student.  Standard for each day will be an entree, a 
vegetable, an additional side item, dessert, AND 
bottled water.  The JPG Business Office will invoice 
each family after their order is submitted; accounts 
must be current before orders for the next month are 
completed. 

12. Carpool Procedure – As cars pull up, the lower 
school teachers will have their students ready to go, 
in line. These younger students should be able to get 
in the car immediately after it pulls up. Upper school 
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students are responsible for being in the pick up area 
and watching for the car they will ride in. If they are 
not present, ready, and climbing into their car as soon 
as it pulls up, that car will be kindly asked to pull up 
and park in the parking lot so that the line is not 
slowed. If you need to speak with a teacher, please do 
not do so in the car line. An extra minute per student 
can double or triple the length of time that parents 
have to wait in the carpool line.  

 

13. Cheer - Practices are now Wednesdays until 5pm. 
JPG Pep Squad – August 21, 3:30pm - 5:00pm. Open to 
girls in grades PK – 6th. $30 per entry. Each girl will 
receive a t-shirt, pom pom, and after school snack. 
Deadline to register is August 18!  You may register in 
the front office. Please contact Angela Fontenot for 
more information: angelafontenot@cebridge.net or 
337-288-6075. 

**There will be a Matilda Jane Trunk Show (clothes for 
girls and women) for the moms to shop at during the 
camp. 

14. Cross Country - Practices have begun this summer, 
and will continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays after 
school. Even if you have not been running yet, come 
out and join the fun! Coach Lauren Cudihy is excited 
to lead this year's team. Cross Country is open to 
students in grades 4 and up. 

 

15. Football - Our team has been working hard all 
summer long to get ready for football this year. 
Practices are continuing and our first game is 
September 4 at Clark Field vs. Mt. Olive. Come 
support our team and kick off their season! 

16. Volleyball - Mandatory practice begins Monday, 
August 18th at 4:45pm, and the first game is Friday, 
August 22 in West Monroe against NE Baptist.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

Dear Lower School Parents, 

As July came to a close and August began, we teachers could not help but shift our 
minds from the previous year to the new and upcoming school year.  We have rested, and we 
have had time to process the previous school year.  We have looked at what went well, what we 
would like to do better, and we start dreaming of our new bunch of kids.  During this time, we 
start picturing the rows of little smiling faces that are ready and eager to learn. The eagerness in 
their eyes to use the newly sharpened pencils, to explore their new books, and to smell the new 
boxes of crayons brings joy to our hearts! 

The beginning of the new school year is not the only thing that has the Lower School 
teachers excited.  We have many new blessings that will enhance what we do and make our 
days run more smoothly.  Our first blessing is the expansion of our atrium to be nearly double 
the size it was last year.  An atrium is a special room that is used to present the lessons of the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program. This atrium will be used by all students in Pre-K 
through second grade to help them grow in their relationship with Jesus.  It is such an amazing 
experience to see Jesus touching the heart of a child.  We invite you all to come and witness this 
beautiful experience once the school year begins. Our second blessing is a new beautiful art 
room.  The room will have an abundance of natural light and a wonderful view of our 
inspiringly gorgeous property.  Our third blessing is the addition of three amazingly faithful and 
talented women!  Mrs. Mary Hindelang will be JPG’s second Pre-K teacher.  Miss Carolyn Oehl 
will be joining our family as a new second grade teacher. Both of these women have substituted 
for us during the past school year and both are part of long time JPG families.  Our last new 
addition to the Lower School is long time JPG teacher Miss Mary Dennis.  We feel so blessed 
to have Miss Dennis’ teaching expertise and her wonderful Catholic example coming to sixth 
grade.  We know that she will do an amazing job preparing these young people for their 
upcoming transition from Lower School to Upper School.  These are only a few of the many 
blessings that have been bestowed on the Lower School.  Our God is so good! 

I ask you all to join us in prayer for another fruitful school year filled with spiritual, 
academic, and physical growth for all, and for an easy transition for all of our new students, 
teachers, and families.  

 

God Bless, 

Mrs. Mindy Menard 
& the Lower School Teachers 


